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In January 1901 Queen Victoria finished one
of the greatest reigns, perhaps the greatest reign
in English history. In May 1910 there disappeared
with King Edward the greatest King England has
had since Elizabeth. British opinion did not
deceive itself. The same honours "rendered to the
remains of both Sovereigns marked the difference
in the national sympathy. As regards the regula-
tion panegyrics and the 'traditional pomps, how
much more eloquent were the unanimous satis-
fecits, and the civic wreaths, and the sincere regrets
accorded by this business people to this business
King, who, entering in 1901 upon the manage-
ment of a firm which had been slightly shaken,
knew, in his ten years of control, how to gain for
it more credit and more world-influence than it
had ever possessed before.
His diplomatic work was the great achievement
of his Royal life. After the interview of the
King and the Tsar at Reval in 1908 I explained
the d6buts and the developments of that Royal
work. We see the greatness of it better now,
being able to compare its beginning and its
ending. The England of 1901 was paralysed,
discredited, and, still more, demoralised by the
war in the Transvaal; exposed by the military
destitution of its Island and of its Indies to the
objurgations of Europe, given over by the defeat
and odium of that unequal war to the world's
mockery and indignation, given over more especi-
ally to the unreasonable demands of Berlin,
which, from 1898 to 1901, obtained a series of
public or secret understandings, all prejudicial
to British commerce and prestige, all favourable
to the expansion of German industry, German
maritime power, and German influence in China,
Africa, and Turkey. The England of 1910 was